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Since 2005, Global Communicators has provided

media relations and PR advice and counsel worldwide

to Professor Muhammad Yunus, winner of the 2006

Nobel Peace Prize and acclaimed around the world  

for his pioneering work in developing microcredit for

people who are poor. Communicating his contribution

to humanity supported his selection by the Nobel

Peace Prize Committee.
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Nobel�Peace�Prize�2006

Awarded the prestigious recognition
by the Nobel Peace Prize Committee,
presented December 2006 in Oslo,
Norway.

Congressional�Gold�Medal�2010�

Awarded the Congressional Gold 
Medal, bestowed by the United States
Congress in Washington, DC, 
September 2010.

Presidential�Medal�of�Freedom�2009

Awarded one of the two highest civilian
awards of the U.S.A., the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, bestowed by 
President Barack Obama, 
Washington DC, August 2009.
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Biography

Muhammad

Yunus…

Banker to the Poor

Muhammad Yunus is that rare thing: a bona fide

visionary. His dream is the total eradication of

poverty from the world. In 1983, against the 

advice of banking and government officials,

Yunus established Grameen, a bank devoted 

to providing the poorest of Bangladesh with 

minuscule loans. Grameen Bank, based on the

belief that credit is a basic human right, not the

privilege of a fortunate few, now provides more

than 2.5 billion dollars of micro-loans to more

than two million families in rural Bangladesh. 

Ninety-four percent of Yunus' clients are women,

and repayment rates are near 100 percent.

Around the world, micro-lending programs 

inspired by Grameen are blossoming, with more

than three hundred programs established in the

United States alone.

Professor Yunus was born in Bangladesh and

earned his Ph.D. in economics in the United

States at Vanderbilt University, where he was

deeply influenced by the civil rights movement.

He still lives in Bangladesh and travels widely

around the world on behalf of Grameen Bank

and the concept of micro-credit.

Dr.  Yunus was born in 1940 in Chittagong, a

seaport in Bangladesh. The third of fourteen

children, five of whom died in infancy, he was

educated at Dhaka University and was awarded

a Fulbright scholarship to study economics 

at Vanderbilt University. In 1972 he became 

the head of the economics department at 

Chittagong University. He is the founder and 

former managing director of the Grameen Bank.

Global Communicators’ work included worldwide

media coordination in South Korea, Japan, China,

Turkey, Norway, the United States, and across 

Europe.  We were onsite in Oslo during the Nobel

Peace Prize ceremony, working with 700 

journalists who covered the prestigious event.  

Ad equivalency in the U.S. alone reached $26 

million.

Worldwide Media Coverage

Reaches 600 Million Persons



magazines; U.S. national magazines and major
newspapers, and wire services; and selected 
international media. Two GC professionals 
accompanied Prof. Yunus to Halifax, where we
staged two media briefings, one for journalists on
site and a second  call-in briefing for journalists
who were not attending the Summit. The result
was extensive coverage of him beginning before
the Summit and continuing throughout the year.

GC managed news media coverage of Prof.
Yunus in Oslo the weekend before and the day of
the Nobel�Peace�Prize ceremony.  GC President
and CEO Jim Harff was onsite in Oslo to handle
personally many media relations aspects of 
the ceremony. We arranged a news briefing for 
international journalists at this prestigious event
and lined up individual interviews for him before
and after the ceremony. 

In the following months, well into 2007, we 
partnered with PR agencies in London, Paris,
Tokyo, and Seoul to coordinate media tours in
connection with visits by Prof. Yunus to speak and
attend special events in those cities. Again, 
the results were extensive coverage of this 
remarkable man and his efforts to improve the
lives of so many impoverished people around the
world.
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GC began its public relations advice and counsel
with Professor in 2005 as his movement was 
gaining interest and support  globally. Then in late
October 2006, the Nobel Peace Prize Committee
announced  its decision to award Dr. Yunus and
Grameen Bank the Nobel�Peace�Prize in Oslo on
December 10th.  

Overnight, media interest in Prof. Yunus 
escalated, and we found ourselves not only 
promoting interviews but also managing interview
requests as they began pouring in from media
around the world. We added two staff members 
to our three-person professional team, working
from our media hub in Washington, DC. GC’s 
virtual corporate structure allowed us to respond
immediately to the expanded responsibilities.

Yunus already had been slated to be keynote
speaker at the Global�Microcredit�Summit�2006

in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, in November
2006, a month before the Nobel ceremonies, and
Global Communicators had been asked to obtain
media coverage of his participation. Some 2,000
delegates from more than 100 countries involved
in microcredit were scheduled to attend the 10th
annual conference November 12-15 in Halifax.   

GC arranged a full schedule of interviews for 
Prof. Yunus with national (CBC) and major local
Canadian television, radio, newspapers and 

Global Communicators

Media Strategy and

Tactics in Support of

Dr. Yunus…
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Books, Award-Winning 
Documentary Help Tell
Yunus Microcredit Story

During 2007-2009, GC organized interviews and

media briefings for Professor Yunus when he was in

the United States to address the annual Global�

Clinton�Initiative,�the�2007�California�Governor�&

First�Lady's�Conference�on�Women in Long Beach,

CA, and other speaking appearances. Part of our 

efforts centered on the publication of the paperback

edition of Prof. Yunus’ autobiography, “Banker�to�the

Poor,” and we coordinated media coverage of his 

appearances in various cities across America during a

book tour.

We also promoted press coverage of The� White

House�ceremony on August 12, 2009, where Prof.

Yunus received the Presidential�Medal�of�Freedom,

America’s highest civilian honor, awarded to individuals

who make an especially meritorious contribution to the 

security or national interests of the United States, world

peace, cultural, or other significant public or private 

endeavors. Before the event, we arranged a media

briefing at the National�Press�Club in Washington,

DC, and an international television interview.

In 2011, we helped generate grassroots and media 

attention to screenings in the Washington, DC, area of

a documentary film titled “To Catch a Dollar,” about the

microcredit program Prof. Yunus brought to the United

States through Grameen America. The film was 

premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and released

in theaters nationally.
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